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“…an old tradition, a new beginning” 

Habitat for Humanity: Calcasieu Area, Inc., (HFHCA) would like to thank
RoyOMartin for their generous donation of OSB. By June 30, 2013, RoyOMartin-
OSB will have provided enough product for 18 homes for families in Southwest
Louisiana. RoyOMartin furthered their partnership with Habitat by donating
items to our Habitat Sale, which continues to help families. Habitat for
Humanity’s goal is to make the dream of home ownership a reality for these
families in need. Through the generous support of materials and prayers given
by RoyOMartin, that dream has indeed become a reality.

For 20 years, HFHCA has provided the keys to successful home ownership for
more than 100 Southwest Louisiana families—families who could not qualify to
own a home through any other program because of their limited income. Our
ministry was founded on the conviction that every man, woman, and child
should have a simple, decent place to live in dignity and safety.

Homeowners donate their own sweat equity to build the homes and then pay
back the cost of the home to Habitat through a zero-percent mortgage. Their
mortgage payments go into a revolving fund used by HFHCA to build houses for
additional deserving families. Habitat homeowners also take more than 30
hours of home-buyer education, including financial literacy and home
maintenance, thus gaining the skills to ensure successful home ownership.
Habitat homeowners feel blessed to partner with Habitat, and many testify that
the organization has made it possible for them to fulfill the dream of owning
their own home. Many children have never had their own room and never
thought it was possible to have the security of a home. Statistics prove that
children of homeowners who live in stable housing are more likely to graduate
high school and become homeowners themselves.

HFHCA is now one step closer to providing affordable housing in Southwest
Louisiana because of our partnership with RoyOMartin.

—Monique Latchison, Development Director
Habitat for Humanity: Calcasieu Area, Inc.

Habitat for Humanity Shows Appreciation
for RoyOMartin’s Partnership
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Keeping It “Cool” at RoyOMartin-Plywood
On Monday, July 1, 2012, RoyOMartin-Plywood
completed the third phase of its plant-ventilation
project. This phase involved installing 31 fans to
improve plant airflow. RoyOMartin-Plywood selected
Alexandria-based ACA Mechanical Contractors as the
installation contractor, which partnered with Reed
Mechanical out of Shreveport to design the system.
RoyOMartin performed the electrical engineering and
installation under the direction of RoyOMartin-
Construction electrical engineer Gary Jeffcoat and
electrical supervisor Dwight Stanford. AirCrane out of
Atlanta, Georgia, was selected to airlift the fans onto the
roof of the plant. The lift started at 6:55 a.m. It took only
36 minutes to lift and install all of the roof fans! 
The project’s success was due to the ownership and
involvement of RoyOMartin-Plywood’s shipping,
maintenance, and finishing-end departments, along

with planning by the construction/engineering
department.

—Gracee Malone and Dane Walker, project manager

From Louisiana to Afghanistan
ROMEX hosted a special guest on August 23. Major
General Glenn H. Curtis, Adjutant General for the
Louisiana National Guard, presented RoyOMartin
chairman and chief executive officer Jonathan E. Martin
with a flag flown in RoyOMartin’s honor over the
headquarters of the 1022nd Vertical Engineer Company
during their service in Afghanistan as part of Operation
Enduring Freedom. 

During the presentation, General Curtis described his
deployment to Afghanistan. Based on what he had
seen, RoyOMartin is one of the largest suppliers of
plywood to the region. He explained how plywood and
other wood products are “major tools” used by the
military to turn Afghanistan’s “no-man’s land” into
offices, bunkers, and roads. These structures can
withstand a variety of threats, such as the desert’s harsh
environmental conditions and shrapnel. 

Along with the flag, General Curtis provided a certificate
citing RoyOMartin’s “tremendous encouragement and
loyal support” of the Louisiana Army National Guard
and a photograph of troops posing with our plywood in
Sharana, Afghanistan. While visiting this base, a
“strategic location in the War on Terror,” he was asked
by a soldier if he was aware that the plywood being
used was RoyOMartin’s. General Curtis had not, but he
subsequently asked the commander for a photograph
to be taken of it at the BOM yard (where building
materials are stored).

To have a flag flown in RoyOMartin’s honor, and to be
able to provide quality building materials to our troops
overseas, is a great privilege. RoyOMartin is a proud
supporter of U.S. military personnel both at home and
overseas and is grateful for the sacrifices these men and
women make to ensure our freedom.

—Leigh Ann Purvis

General Curtis, Martin, Scott Poole, Joe Mackay,
Terry Secrest, Jesse Bolton, and Mickey Rachal



ROMEX World Trade Center hosted the Home Builders
Association of Central Louisiana on June 7 for a
continuing-education seminar. Facil itated by
RoyOMartin-OSB sales manager Bobby Byrd, the
evening event provided 20 local builders and other
industry professionals with information on the “Top 10
Framing Mistakes and 5 Ways to Avoid Them.” Attendees
had the opportunity to not only earn credit for their
participation, but also mingle with various members of
RoyOMartin’s Strategic Action Leadership Team and
sales and marketing departments. 

Ray Peters, vice president of human resources and
marketing, proposed hosting the workshop as a way to
educate builders about the importance of proper
installation and construction of building components, as
well as RoyOMartin’s readily available, certified, “Made
in Louisiana” building products. Bobby was the ideal
presenter of such information. He has over 25 years’
experience within the international wood-manu-
facturing industry, including residential, commercial,
heavy-commercial, and industrial-manufacturing
segments. Additionally, Bobby serves as a board or

committee member for a number of code councils and
industry associations. 

Amy DeSoto, executive director of the Home Builders
Association of Central Louisiana, complimented
RoyOMartin on hosting the event, saying, “Bobby did a
fabulous job on the presentation! I believe my builders
learned a lot; I know that I sure did. I have a great
appreciation for the staff at RoyOMartin.”

—Leigh Ann Purvis
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ROMEX Hosts Workshop for Local Builders

As part of continuous-improvement efforts, RoyOMartin-OSB has changed the core adhesive in its OSB panel to
Lupranate (M20FB) Isocyanate or methylene diphenyl diisocyanate (MDI). The MDI is supplied by BASF from their
Geismar, Louisiana, plant. The transition to this product was made in February. As a result, we have reached faster
forming-line speeds, improved A-grade, and board properties that we previously thought were unattainable. Our overall
equipment efficiency has also seen an upswing. MDI has also proven to aid in cost savings and has had some
housekeeping benefits. Team members adapted quickly to the conversion, and we have benefited from extended core
blender run times. We were able to lower resin and wax application rates due to the superior bonding properties MDI
offers. Overall, this product has given us the opportunity to produce more board at a higher quality.

—Colby Mayeaux, RoyOMartin-OSB technical manager

OSB Panels Transition to MDI

On April 16, 2012, RoyOMartin-Rocky Creek Lumber sold its first order of Forest
Stewardship Council™ (FSC®)-certified lumber to Curtis Lumber and Plywood in
Springfield, Virginia. The 4x4, 4x6, and 6x6 timbers can be used in a variety of
projects such as framing construction; treated projects like framing of decks;
interior fire-retardant applications; and many other applications. 

—Amelia Weaver

Rocky Creek Lumber Sells First Order of FSC®-Certified Lumber

FSC® Certified Lumber

www.royomartin.com
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Two RoyOMartin production videos have hit the web! Earlier in the year, our marketing department began working with
a local vendor to create brief videos featuring a history of Martin Companies, an overview of our timberland-
management practices (showcasing FSC® certification), and our manufacturing processes and resulting building
products. The first two videos highlight RoyOMartin’s plywood and OSB, with additional videos on Rocky Creek Lumber
Company’s and Colfax Treating Company’s products scheduled for release later this year. View our videos online anytime
on YouTube or Vimeo, entering “RoyOMartin” in the search field.

—Leigh Ann Purvis

Action! RoyOMartin Plywood & OSB Featured in Videos

The 2012 installment of the Louisiana Teachers’ Tour
was held June 4-8. Target tour participants were
Louisiana teachers of the sciences and the environment,
with a grade range of upper elementary through lower
junior high. The Louisiana Forestry Association and the
Louisiana Office of Agriculture and Forestry were
facilitators. Supporters and sponsors included the forest
industry, foresters, logging contractors, consultant
equipment dealers, processors, and wood dealers.
Points of interest along the tour included an active
logging operation, a working hardwood sawmill,
working pine plywood and OSB plants, equipment
dealers, and Alexander State Forest in Woodworth,
Louisiana. 

Participants teach a variety of subjects, including
biology, agronomy, wildlife, chemistry, civics, and
Louisiana culture. The Teachers’ Tour serves to

complement instruction, showcasing the forestry
industry, furnishing accurate and up-to-date educational
materials, and answering questions the teachers may
have about safety, technology, forest-management
practices, and other aspects of the industry. The tour
places emphasis on the economic importance of
forestry to the state, with reference to employment,
value-added products, and tax base, as well as the
importance of a good education to prospective
employees of the industry.

Exposure of these teachers to logging, best
management practices, forest certification, burning,
planting, logging equipment, and mills—and adherence
to regulations—gives teachers participating in the tour a
new and unique perspective on the forestry field.

—John Dunn, forestry operations manager

2012 Louisiana Teachers’ Tour

2012 billboard design created by RoyOMartin communications assistant Amelia Weaver
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The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has approved a new three-zone waterfowl-season framework that
includes a coastal zone, added recently to the east-west zone configuration that had been in place for decades. Duck-
season dates for 2012-2013 are as follows:

Coastal Zone: November 10–December 2 and December 15–January 20 (Youth Hunt, November 3–4)

East Zone: November 17–25 and December 8–January 27 (Youth Hunt, February 2–3)

West Zone: November 10–December 9 and December 22–January 20 (Youth Hunt, November 3–4)

New Waterfowl Hunting Zones in Louisiana

For more information regarding other changes to rules and regulations for the upcoming hunting season, visit
www.wlf.la.gov.

—Chris Clayton

Waterfowl Hunting Zones

RoyOMartin-Forestry Marks Five Years Accident Free
On August 2, 2012, RoyOMartin-Forestry completed its fifth year accident free! Of this accomplishment, RoyOMartin chief
operating officer Scott Poole stated, “As we all know, this does not come without a steadfast commitment to think and
work safely, as well as an obligation to be accountable for one another. Please join me in recognizing this incredible
accomplishment. We are all very proud! And, just like forestry, let’s keep our safety switch on….all the time.” 
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“Where words fail, the language of visual art can be heard more clearly and
distinctly. A powerful and effective form of communication, art has
increasingly become a therapeutic method for enhancing health and
wellbeing, releasing traumatic experiences, and relieving stress or physical
pain,” said Cathy Malchiodi, art therapist. 

On March 21, RoyOMartin accountant and Martin Foundation chair Carole
Baxter and I visited Cabrini Cancer Center for a very special event, a
healing-scarf painting workshop funded by the Martin Foundation. Nancy
Katz, a Massachusetts artist and instructor, lead the project. A piece of
white silk was placed in the Cancer Center’s lobby and was painted by
patients, patients’ family members, and even various doctors. Upon
completion, the silk will be cut and sewn into four scarves. These “healing
scarves” are then given to cancer patients to give them comfort throughout
the difficult time of dealing with their sickness. 

Carole and I both painted on the scarves. It was touching to see people
from all walks of life come together to show support and love for others in
need. Patients got to relieve a little of their own stress and pain by painting
on the scarves, while patients receiving the scarves would feel uplifted as
well. Katz said, “It’s the gift that keeps on giving!” It was inspiring that
cancer patients (and even oncologists) were taking time to help others
with the same brutal sickness. I was pleased that I was given the chance to
take part in such a beautiful activity. 

—Amelia Weaver

Healing Scarves

For the 2012 shareholder and family meeting,
Martin family members from across the country
gathered in Alexandria, Louisiana, for meetings and
fellowship. In an effort to give back, the Martin
family met at the Food Bank of Central Louisiana on
Saturday, June 2, for a morning of volunteer work.
As part of the volunteer work, some family
members packed food boxes for senior citizens in
the community, while others worked in the outside
garden. 

The Food Bank of Central Louisiana is a non-profit
organization whose mission is to alleviate hunger in
Central Louisiana. Through the help of employees
and volunteers, the Food Bank is able to serve more
than 22,000 people every month in our community.
Every dollar donated provides five meals to local
families in need. Every year, the Martin Foundation
supports the Food Bank of Central Louisiana
through monetary gifts. 

—Natalie Monroe, corporate environmental engineer

Martin Family Members
Give Back at the Food Bank
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Enjoying the scenery while traveling down a road, you do not notice
utility poles, but they are a vital part of technology and modern
communication. Util ity poles play a major role in channeling
telephones, computers, and electricity. Colfax Treating Company’s poles
come from our company’s excellent forestlands, where best
management practices are utilized and products are FSC® certified.

Once our trees are harvested, they are framed to customer’s
specifications. Any residual from framing is used for chip boards, fuel, or
mulch. This practice ensures that very little of the raw material is
actually wasted. The next steps in the process are the kiln drying and
treating of our poles. Kiln drying conditions and sterilizes the pole prior
to treatment. After the wood is kiln dried, the preservative is pressured
into the wood, and further conditioned for a clean, dry surface. Colfax
Treating Company utilizes four types of treatments: creosote, chromated
copper arsenate (CCA), CCA emulsion treatment (ET), and
pentachlorophenol (“penta”).

The average lifetime of a wooded utility pole is typically 30 to 40 years.
At the end of its service life, a pole can be recycled into other products
or disposed of as a solid waste. Poles are necessary for the daily
distribution of electrical power to millions of U.S. citizens. Colfax Treating
Company is here to provide a first-class product to meet this need.

—Tracy Kidder

Life of a Utility Pole

In the first-quarter 2012 issue of Today@RoyOMartin, we introduced a photo contest to
showcase RoyOMartin products and FSC® certification. Below are the contest basics.

For more detailed information on participant eligibility or photograph quality and usage,
contact Leigh Ann Purvis, creative development manager, at 1-800-299-5174 or
leighann.purvis@royomartin.com. 

Photograph categories
• RoyOMartin products, with or without the FSC® logo on a stamp or placard, being sold or used throughout the

U.S. and the world
• RoyOMartin products being sold or used outside the states in which we manufacture our products (Louisiana,

Alabama, and Arkansas)
• FSC® logos on everyday products, such as facial tissue and wooden rulers

Eligibility
• RoyOMartin employees and their family members
• Company business associates
• Customers
• Some exclusions apply 

Photographs should be e-mailed to leighann.purvis@royomartin.com throughout the 2012 calendar year, ending
December 31, 2012. Include the following with your submission:

• Your full name
• Your e-mail address
• Your telephone number
• Your relationship to RoyOMartin (e.g., employee, customer, vendor)
• A brief description of the product and its location

—Leigh Ann Purvis

Photograph-Contest Reminder
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Each year, RoyOMartin foresters utilize the dry weather
of typical summer months to construct new roads or
improve existing ones that provide access to timber
located on well-drained soils. In the summer of 2012, a
major road project improved an existing road that
accesses approximately 900 acres in Beauregard Parish,
much of which is located on well-drained soils. Well-
drained soils, typically comprised of a significant sand
component, provide solid ground that supports the
weight of logging equipment during rainy weather.
Rutting the soil is always a major concern in logging
operations, and sandy soils are much more resistant to
rutting, even during wet conditions. Therefore, stands of
timber located on sandy soils are not harvested in dry
periods, but rather saved for harvest during wet periods.

The road project in Beauregard Parish has proven to be
an efficient one, due to the utilization of RoyOMartin’s
internal resources. Scrap conveyors from manufacturing
facilities and road material from a company-owned
gravel pit have resulted in a significant cost reduction for
this project. Additionally, RoyOMartin’s construction
crew began performing minor road work on our
timberlands, and the road project in Beauregard Parish
is the first major road project they have undertaken. The
crew owns and operates two dozers and a motor grader,

and a track hoe was leased to load gravel at the nearby
pit. This pit is approximately five acres in size and has
provided gravel since the early 1980s. A large land
acquisition in 2003 included this gravel pit, and use of
the pit’s material has allowed the company to reduce
the amount of limestone purchases. The material found
in this pit contains a suitable mixture of sand, gravel,
and clay, commonly referred to as pit run. Pit run forms
a base that compacts very densely and is utilized to raise
the level of roads that travel through low areas. In these
low areas are several stream crossings, and the shape of
the scrap conveyors allows the substitution of a
conveyor in place of a culvert. The purchase of culverts
is a major component of road expense, and several
conveyors were used in this road project.

Significant road construction expenses such as this must
be justified on a cost-per- ton basis, and the volume of
timber located on these 900 acres easily justifies such.
Moreover, much of the timber will be harvested by
Perforex Forest Services, thus providing “wet-weather
work” for our organization’s own logging crew. Utilizing
these company resources has proven to be quite
successful, and cost-saving projects such as this impact
our company’s bottom line.

—Rodney Hatch

Forestry Utilizes Internal Resources to Cut Costs

Pit Run Culvert

Scan this QR code to go to our Facebook page. Become a fan to hear
all of the latest news from RoyOMartin!
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Forty years after leaving Egypt, the Israelites were getting ready to cross the Jordan River
and claim the land God had promised to Abraham and his descendants. God spoke to
Joshua to have each of the 12 tribes select someone to follow the priest carrying the Ark
of the Covenant into the middle of the Jordan and each select a boulder to carry to the
other side. When the feet of the priest touched the water, the Jordan River divided, and
they walked on dry ground. The 12 boulders were carried to the other side and placed
as a memorial to that miraculous event. In the future, each time a child would see the stones, he or she would ask, “What
do these stones mean?” The fathers would tell this story: “For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you
crossed over. He did this so that all peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is powerful and so that you
might always fear the Lord your God” (Joshua 4: 21-24).

On Memorial Day afternoon 2012, Jonathan E. Martin and Scott Poole invited me to accompany them on a ride that took
us west of Alexandria to the community of Hineston. After passing the church I presently serve as pastor, we turned onto
a forest road and stopped. My wondering, suspense, and curiosity were gone as I looked out and saw the sign with the
words “George Wilbur Perry Road.” Jonathan and Maggie Martin, after attending the memorial service for my dad on May
2 and hearing the story of his military service during World War II and the Godly life he lived before his family and
community, wanted to leave a lasting memorial in his honor. The next Sunday, about 20 members of my family gathered
to worship at Fellowship United Methodist Church in Hineston and then drove the half-mile to the site. There I offered a
dedicatory prayer and told the story to my family.

Across the 582,000 acres of RoyOMartin timberland, there are hundreds of roads that snake across Louisiana. Many are
identified with signs honoring the life of someone who blazed a trail for us to follow. Each Sunday when I drive past the
George Wilbur Perry Road memorial sign on my way to and from church, there is a smile that crosses my face, and I am
proud to have known the World War II veteran and dad who lived 88 years gracing that name. Thanks to the Martin
family for giving honor to those who now have memorial road signs bearing their name.

Continuing the legacy,
Chaplain Ron

Memorial Signs
Chaplain’s
Corner

We have all recently begun to receive the barrage of
phone calls requesting us vote a certain way on a
candidate or issue. Many of us, unfamiliar with “do-not-
call” provisions, think that the program exempts
candidates from calling the phone number given when
you registered to vote. In fact, the do-not-call program
in Louisiana only prohibits those attempting to sell
consumer goods and services by telephone from calling
telephone numbers, which appear on the national Do-
Not-Call Registry. Additionally, under the Telephone
Solicitation Relief Act of 2001, businesses are not
exempt from receiving reduced telephone solicitations.

While the numerous calls may not cease over the next
few months, I would encourage you to check out the
Louisiana Public Service Commission’s website,
http://www.lpsc.louisiana.gov/dontindex.aspx, for
more information on preventing unwanted calls.

Voting is an important right—one that not all throughout

the world are able to engage in. As the November
election cycle nears, I would encourage you and your
family to view RoyOMartin’s political-advocacy page.
Regardless of your political affiliation, the website aims
to provide you with additional resources on voting and
also those pertinent issues relative to manufacturing
and public policy. It is important to be informed when
you exercise your right to vote. You may visit the site by
entering http://www.namp2.org/royomartin in your
web browser.

Also, check out http://manufacturingworks.nam.org
as an additional resource. The National Association of
Manufacturers is the key voice for the manufacturing
industry.

Get out the vote!

—Blake Cooper, business-development
and governmental-affairs manager

Election Season is upon Us!
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