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RoyOMartin-Forestry Marks
Eight Years of Employee Safety

On Sunday, August 2, RoyOMartin’s forestry
operations reached a significant safety milestone
of eight years without an OSHA-recordable injury.
Logging and forestry have historically been among
the most dangerous occupations in North America.
Given those statistics and the vast amount of
company-owned timberland managed by
RoyOMartin foresters—approximately 570,000
acres—this accomplishment is especially
noteworthy. 

In a message to the entire forestry team, RoyOMartin Vice President of Land
and Timber Cade Young stated, “Through your personal commitment and
the support of our safety professionals, you continually prove that it is
possible to work in a harsh environment and still be safe.” 

The forestry division’s achievement follows RoyOMartin’s safest year on
record and the implementation of its “I Believe in Zero” safety program,
which focuses on personal responsibility. “For many years, RoyOMartin’s
safety culture has been grounded in the philosophy that all injuries can be
prevented,” explained Terry Secrest, RoyOMartin vice president of OSB and
corporate safety director. “Keys to our safety program’s success include the
support of our executive leadership and the personal commitment of each
team member, as evidenced by increased near-miss reporting, performing
quality safety audits, and making daily safety contacts.”

—Leigh Ann Purvis
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Bulldogs in the Basin

Hosted by RoyOMartin and Lottie Wildlife Association Hunting Club, the
Louisiana Tech School of Forestry silviculture class visited the Atchafalaya
Basin in July to study the unique ecosystem of a large bottomland
hardwood environment. Guided by Dr. Joshua Adams, these future
foresters and wildlife-habitat managers set off on foot in the swamp on
RoyOMartin property to view and discuss the practices of timber grading,
bottomland hardwood forest management, wildlife-habit management, and
the changes of tree and plant species among varying elevations. The class
also visited other parts of Louisiana to study forest-management practices
in Southern Pine ecosystems. 

—Rodney Hatch
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In the wood-products industry, plywood is generally
considered a commodity product. However, the process
to compose a sheet of plywood is extraordinary. So are
the panels RoyOMartin’s Chopin, Louisiana, plant
produces, especially the value-added ones. Read below
to learn how a sheet of plywood is made and what
makes RoyOMartin plywood unique.

Log Processing
Logs are transported
from the woods to
the mill via log truck.
Once these are
received at the plant,
they are stockpiled
on the log yard. Each
log is fed into the mill
in a single-file order.
They are first
conveyed through a
debarker, where as

much bark as possible is removed. Each log is then
conveyed to the merchandiser, where they are cut into
plyblocks measuring approximately 103.5 inches in
length. They are then immersed in one of six vats
containing a solution of water and caustic soda. The
plyblocks remain in the vats until their internal
temperature reaches 120°F, which can take six to eight
hours, depending on the block diameter. This process
conditions the blocks so that the veneer is easier to
peel at the lathe.

Green End
Hot plyblocks are
then transferred to a
log ladder and fed to
the lathe. Each
plyblock is scanned
to find its geometric
center and placed in
the spindle of the
lathe. The plyblocks
are rotated in the
spindle, and the lathe
blades are moved

towards the plyblock, with a veneer ribbon being peeled
from the plyblock until the diameter of the plyblock
reaches a preset dimension. At this point, the spindle
chucks open, and the remaining section of the plyblock,
or core, drops onto the core conveyor. The core is
transported to the core machine for further processing.  

The veneer ribbon discharged from the lathe passes
onto the tipple, which then directs the ribbon onto one
of three tray decks. The decks convey the ribbon to the
rotary clipper. Before the ribbon enters the clipper, it is
scanned to determine the cutting pattern required
based on the quality of the ribbon. Usually, the first
several feet of the ribbon are not suitable for making
full, 54-inch-wide sheets of veneer, so these are cut into
strips. The ribbon enters the rotary clipper and is cut by
a blade between two rotating rolls.

The veneer is conveyed from the clipper and passes
through the spike belt diverter, where the full sheets are
lifted up, diverted to an infeed transfer conveyor, and
taken to green veneer stackers. The full sheets are
automatically stacked and moved by forklift truck to the
green storage area.

Drying and Energy System
The drying system
receives full veneer
sheets and strips
from the green
storage area. The full
sheets are
automatically fed into
the dryers, while the
strips are hand-fed
into the dryer.

The dryers are equipped with heat exchangers that use
thermal oil to heat the air. The hot air circulates through
tubes located on both sides of the green veneer. Holes
in the top and bottom of the tubes direct fan-forced air
onto the green veneer. The air temperature in the dryer
is controlled at approximately 400°F. Temperature set-
points vary with the different thicknesses of varying
product runs. The speed of the rollers conveying the
green veneer through the dryers is controlled based on
the moisture content of the dry veneer. The veneer
takes approximately seven minutes, depending on its
thickness, to pass through the dryer.

After discharging from the dryer, the veneer passes
through an automatic grader that helps to detect
defects in the veneer. The veneer sheets are then
stacked at several stations based on the grade
assigned to the sheet and the level of moisture present
in the sheet. When a full stack of a particular grade is
obtained, the sheets are stored until needed at the
layup-line stations. If a sheet is going to be used in the
core layers of the plywood, the sheet is cut in half,
lengthwise, by the core saw.

Plywood 101

Forestry | Hunting Leases | OSB | Plywood | Timbers



800.299.5174 | royomartin.com Page 3

Lay-Up and Pressing
On the lay-up line, veneer is assembled according to

the correct thickness, grade,
and moisture needed to make a
desired product. Veneers are
placed on top of one another,
with a layer of glue placed
between each layer. 

The grain orientation of the
veneer is placed perpendicular
to the layer above or below to
give the panel its strength. The
veneers are placed together on
a continuous assembly line. At
the end of the line, the layers of
veneer are cut to length using a
saw that moves with the line,
called the flying cut-off saw.
The plywood sheets are then
loaded into a 50-compartment
press (one sheet per

compartment) and pressed under high pressure. Hot oil
circulates through the press platens, causing the
plywood to be heated to a temperature where the glue
is activated. Time, temperature, and pressure create a
waterproof bond between each layer, resulting in an
unfinished piece of plywood. 

Finishing
From the press, the plywood panels are placed on a

conveyor to go to the
saw line. The first
saw cuts both sides
of the plywood to
give a finished width
of 48 inches. The
plywood panels are
then turned 90
degrees and cut to a
length of 96 inches.
They are then
operator inspected

on both sides, sorted, and placed in a stack. Once the
correct number of pieces is collected in a stack, the unit
is conveyed to the strapper area. At this point, the units
are either packaged for shipment or placed in the
warehouse for further processing. 

Units designated for further processing will be sent
through a patch line that uses patch material to repair
any visible defects on the face of the panel. After
repairs are made, the panels are sent to either the
sander or spec saw. At the sander, panels are polished
with a smooth finish. At the spec saw, panels are
grooved on the face to produce a decorative siding or
grooved on the side to produce a tongue-and-groove

panel. The plywood will then be stacked in units and
packaged for shipment.

Units of finished product are stored in the dry storage
area prior to shipping by truck or rail.

Product Focus
Plywood products marketed under the RoyOMartin
brand are listed below, with notes on their usage:

• SmartCore® – Used in residential and light-
commercial construction as sheathing for walls,
roofs, and subfloors. 

• SmartCore® Siding – Premium 303 plywood siding
is ideal for use in exterior walls of residential and
nonresidential construction projects. Beaded
decorative-grade plywood is often used inside the
structure as wainscoting or in ceilings. 

• GreenCore Plyform™ – Designed and manufactured
specifically for concrete forming on wall, deck, and
pillar surfaces. 

To learn more about RoyOMartin’s wide range of
premium plywood products, visit:

https://products.royomartin.com. 
—Mark Rills
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Update on Corrigan OSB Plant

After announcing plans to build a sister OSB plant in
Corrigan, Texas, we are happy to report that the
construction project is gaining momentum every day. All of
the major equipment contracts have been issued, much of
the engineering is complete, most of the site has been
cleared, and the administration building and warehouse are
under construction. The next major milestones are receiving
the Corps of Engineers’ wetlands permit and the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality’s air permit. We hope
to have these permits in September, which will allow
construction to begin on all the other parts of the facility.
The hiring process for both Texas construction and OSB
team members has begun, with career fairs for maintenance
employees beginning in the winter.

A special page on RoyOMartin’s website has been set up for
customers, suppliers, community partners, and others
wishing to learn more about Corrigan OSB. Visit
https://corporate.royomartin.com/royomartin-texas to
learn more.

—Terry Secrest, Vice President of OSB
and Corporate Safety Director

Eleventh Annual BHA Guns & Golf Classic
to be Held September 27-28

RoyOMartin is adding a new event to its annual Brenda Hall Abney Fall Golf Classic.
Renamed the BHA Guns & Golf Classic, this year’s competition will include a
sporting clay shoot, in addition to the traditional golf tournament. Both the clay
shoot and golf tournament will occur in Alexandria and will benefit the Louisiana
Baptist Children’s Home (LBCH) in Monroe, Louisiana. Over the years, more than
$1.5 million has been raised from the tournament to support LBCH, a nonprofit
dedicated to serving children and families in need. Below are details and registration
information for this year’s event.

Construction of
administration
building

Area south of
administration

building

Sporting Clay Shoot
Sunday, September 27

1:30-3:30 p.m.
Rapides Parish Sheriff’s Office Shooting Range,

near England Airpark

11th Annual BHA Fall Golf Classic
Monday, September 28

7:30 a.m.
OakWing Golf Club and Links on the Bayou

To register for one or both events, go to
https://corporate.royomartin.com/bha-guns-golf-classic.
 For questions, please contact Amanda Guillot at
amanda.guillot@royomartin.com or at 318-483-3822.
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RoyOMartin Timberlands Utilized by Bald Eagles
RoyOMartin’s forestry department was contacted in 2010 by an adjacent landowner in Rapides
Parish regarding a bald eagle nest near the boundary line separating the two landowners. An
inspection by boat the next day revealed that, while the nest was not on RoyOMartin property, it
was close enough to our ownership that it could impact our forestry operations. Forestry
personnel created a 660-foot radial buffer around the nest, as recommended by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service’s Bald Eagle Management Guidelines, where no forestry operations would
be allowed. Although Bald Eagles were delisted from the Endangered Species Act in 2007, they
still receive protection from other federal legislation.

During summer 2012, which is outside the Bald Eagle nesting period, the surrounding acreage
of our ownership (excluding the buffered acreage) was renewed. The stand was then site-
prepped in summer 2013, and planted with pine seedlings in January 2014. During the 2013
nesting season, the eagles built an alternate nest less than 0.2 miles from the original nest—this
time on RoyOMartin property. The pair of nesting eagles utilized the nest on RoyOMartin property during the 2014
nesting season and successfully raised two eaglets. 

Eagles are migratory birds, and as of May 2015, both adults and hatchlings have migrated northward.  We expect to see
the original nesting pair of adults back on RoyOMartin property this winter.

—Chris Clayton, Oakdale Forest Manager, Corporate Wildlife Manager

Safety Tips for Hunting Season
The 2015-2016 hunting season is just around the corner, and with it comes the need to keep our safety switches on
while enjoying the great outdoors. For many hunters, preparation for the hunting season actually starts during the
summertime when food plots are plowed and planted and roads and trails are cleared and mowed. During this time, it
is important to remember to stay hydrated and wear appropriate personal protective equipment for each task. Also,
remember to inform a friend or family member of your exact location and the length of time that you will be in the woods,
even if you are not working alone. 

Louisiana law states that all persons born on or after September 1, 1969, must receive hunter-education certification prior
to hunting in the state, unless they are under the direct supervision of a qualified person.  The minimum age that a person
can be certified is 10; however, supervision is required for all persons under the age of 12 (even if they have received
certification). The hunter-education course is offered in a classroom setting at no cost, as well as online, for a $15 fee.

Although certification is valid for life, it is important to remain focused on hunter safety at all times, regardless of age
and level of experience. It is also important to use each opportunity that arises to teach our youth and those who are
new to hunting how to enjoy the outdoors in a safe and ethical manner. Last, but not least, remember to inspect all
hunting gear before each use, especially firearms and deer stands. 

For more information on hunter safety and regulations, visit http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/hunting/hunter-education.

—Joe Bischoff

Legacy’s Dr. Brian Elkins Named LAFP President

At the Louisiana Academy of Family Physicians (LAFP) 68th Annual Assembly and Exhibition in
August, Legacy Health & Wellness’s own Brian Elkins, M.D., FAAFP, was installed as president of
the LAFP. Dr. Elkins has served as medical director for Legacy since 2013. He is a board-certified
family physician with more than 15 years of experience training other family-practice physicians,
while caring for patients of his own. A graduate of LSU, Dr. Elkins attended medical school at the
LSU Health Sciences Center in Shreveport and completed his residency at In His Image Family
Practice Residency in Tulsa, Oklahoma. We congratulate him on this prestigious honor. 

Forestry | Hunting Leases | OSB | Plywood | Timbers



800.299.5174 | royomartin.com Page 6

Eclipse™ Reflective Housewrap Rebate Program
RoyOMartin’s marketing and sales teams are proud to
announce a limited-time-only rebate program for
Eclipse™ Reflective Housewrap. Under the Eclipse™
Rebate Program, rebates and incentives are available to
builders, remodelers, and retail salespeople and apply
only to the purchase of 9-foot and 10-foot Eclipse™
Reflective Housewrap, including WindBrace®. Sales
must take place from July 1, 2015, to December 31,
2015.

Eligible builders and remodelers may earn up to $600 on
their first-time purchase of the products listed above.
Eligible retail salespeople may earn up to $200 for sales
to first-time users of the products listed above.

“The Eclipse™ Rebate Program is a first for us,” explains
RoyOMartin Creative Development Manager Leigh Ann
Purvis. “While builders have been using Eclipse™
Reflective Housewrap in conjunction with our Eclipse™
Radiant Barrier Roof Sheathing for a few years now, this

program—complemented by a ‘boots-on-the-ground’
approach by our sales team and business-development
manager—will allow us to better reach builders who may
not be aware of the benefits of using our radiant barrier
OSB with reflective tape as a house-wrap replacement.
Additionally, we get to show our appreciation for the
retail salespeople out in the field, who are instrumental in
suggesting products to builders.” 

To learn more about eligibility for the Eclipse™ Rebate
Program, scan the QR code below, call 800-299-5174, or
visit https://products.royomartin.com/eclipse-rebate.

—Leigh Ann Purvis

The Value of First Responders
There are heroes among us. Yes, RoyOMartin’s first responders are men and women of courage and compassion who
quietly go about their regular work, day in and day out. When someone becomes ill at work or is injured, our first
responders are trained to act quickly to assist the individual in need. “Our first responders’ dedication is remarkable,”
explains Vice President of Plywood Joe Mackay. “Their ability to work together as a team is truly something special.”

Sadly, some first responders’ skills were put to the test during their response to a contractor accident at the Chopin plant
site on August 26. First responders worked tirelessly in an attempt to resuscitate an injured man. Their teamwork and
heroic efforts are noteworthy and greatly appreciated. “The skill they displayed left bystanders in awe,” said MacKay.

Even though a life was tragically lost, we want to say thank you and to honor those who worked so hard to try to save him:

First Responders Other Helpers

Brett Danzy Charles Anderson

Steven Ford Luke Briley

Billy Lacaze, Jr. Desne Bullock

Bradley LeBlanc David Dupre

Buddy McClure Henry Harris

Darrell Sharpe Danny Kay

Heath Williams Nicky McNeely

David Savage

Jeremy Burford, RoyOMartin-Plywood plant manager, expressed this message to those who responded: “A tragic accident
forced heroes to emerge today. I cannot say enough to express the gratitude toward the individuals who responded to or
assisted after the accident. First responders and other mill personnel worked together selflessly to assist the person in
need. We truly have a great team at Chopin.”

—Collene Van Mol
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You Better Get It While You Can
Steve Goodman was born in Chicago and wrote a
number of songs before leukemia took him at the age of
36. His most renowned song was about a disappearing
railroad train called “The City of New Orleans,” which
was made famous by Arlo Guthrie in 1972. Another
song was about an old blues singer-musician with the
title “The Ballad of Carl Martin.” 
Carl, who lived from 1906 to 1979, and his bands
played and sang at folk and blues festivals across the
United States for over 50 years. One day Steve asked
Carl where his fire came from, and Carl answered Steve
with these lyrics: 

You better get it while you can
You better get it while you can.
If you wait too long, it’ll all be gone
And you’ll be sorry then.
It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor,
And it’s the same for a woman or a man.
From the cradle to the crypt
Is a mighty short trip.
So you better get it while you can.

(I recommend viewing the video on YouTube.)  
While this is not a religious song, it does have a great
message for us in these days when we are so distracted
from the “narrow way” by the attractions on the “broad
way” (John 7:13-14). Someone has said that time is a
strange commodity:
“We can’t save it, retrieve it, relive it, stretch it, borrow
it, loan it, stop it, or store it; we can only use it or lose
it. We can’t call ‘time out’ in the game of life, and there
is no such thing as a literal ‘instant replay’.” 
So, please take time with family and friends to live,
laugh, love, and enjoy the journey and “get it while you
can.”
Carl Martin was saying what the Apostle Paul said in
Ephesians 5:15-16: “Be careful then, how you live, not
as unwise but as wise, making the most of every
opportunity, because the days are evil.”

Redeeming the times,
Chaplain Ron

Chaplain’s Corner

RoyOMartin Supports American Heart Association
As in years past, RoyOMartin has been a strong
supporter of the American Heart Association (AHA) in
2015. In February, Health and Wellness Manager
Collene Van Mol joined area firefighters at an Alexandria
Wal-Mart to teach shoppers how to perform hands-only
CPR. RoyOMartin sponsored special kits used to assist
in instruction. These kits were also donated to schools
and workplaces throughout our region to teach people
of all ages this simple method of CPR and how it can
save lives.

In addition to being a corporate sponsor of the Cenla
Heart Walk in March, RoyOMartin raised over $7,200.
RoyOMartin was the third-highest fundraising company.
More than 40 of our employees and family members
came out to show support for this great cause. 

On June 5, RoyOMartin was well-represented at the
Cenla Go Red for Women luncheon and hosted the
Cardiac Café CPR demonstration booth, once again
teaching hands-only CPR to participants. Collene
received the RoyOMartin Corporate Sponsor award on
behalf of the company.

Also this year, Carole Baxter, senior
accountant at RoyOMartin, was a member
of Circle of Red. This is an elite group of
women with proven dedication and service
to the Central Louisiana AHA.
Congratulations to Carole on this honor.

AHA is one of many nonprofit organizations RoyOMartin
is actively involved with. To learn more about our social
outreach, visit:
https://corporate.royomartin.com/martinfoundation.

—Collene Van Mol

Firefighters with
CPR kits Go Red for Women
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