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Louisiana Public Broadcasting (LPB) has named 
RoyOMartin President, CEO, and CFO Roy O. Martin III 
a 2019 Louisiana Legend. Martin, as well as four other 
honorees, will be recognized at LPB’s Louisiana Legends 
Gala on May 9, 2019, in Baton Rouge. The gala, now in its 
29th year, “honors the best and brightest of Louisiana’s 
sons and daughters who have distinguished themselves 
in a variety of disciplines and have brought honor to the 
state,” according to LPB.

Martin’s father and former company president, Roy O. 
Martin Jr., was a Louisiana Legend in 2005.

For more information, visit the LPB website at 
https://www.lpb.org/friends/friends-home/louisiana-
legends. 

Roy O. Martin III Named 2019 Louisiana Legend

– Leigh Ann Purvis

In January, Operation FINALLY HOME announced a new 
partnership with RoyOMartin that will help provide homes 
and home modifications for wounded, ill, and injured 
veterans. As part of this agreement, RoyOMartin will donate 
wood products for construction projects in Texas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, and Louisiana. The goal is to support 10 veteran 
families in 2019.

“We’re excited to partner with RoyOMartin, a company whose 
faith-based values align so well with our own,” said Rusty 
Carroll, executive director of Operation FINALLY HOME.

“Our company was built on strong corporate values,” said 
Amanda Martin Vincent, RoyOMartin marketing specialist. 
“We’re thrilled to partner with Operation FINALLY HOME 
and give back to our nation’s veterans who have sacrificed so 
much.”
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02  Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. 
 receives 2018  
 Chairman’s Award

02  Byrd visits Texas 
 government officials

02  Get Out and Fish, 
 Louisiana

03  2018 Accomplishments

05  RoyOMartin introduces
 Planter Mix

06  Forestry Day in Austin, TX

06  Land and Timber Team
 Tackle Hand Planting

07 Benefits of Fire: Why 
 Prescribed Burns are Vital 
 to Forests

07  Chaplain’s Corner

For the third consecutive year, 
RoyOMartin was named to 
top fundraising team for the 
American Heart Association’s 
Central Louisiana Heart Walk, 
with a total of $35,500. Several 
team members, including 
Chairman Jonathan Martin, 
CEO and President Roy O. 
Martin III, and COO Scott Poole, 
were among the top fundraising 
individuals.

Supporting American 
Heart Association
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Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. Receives 2018 Chairman’s Award

Congratulations to the Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. team, who 
has been honored with the 2018 Chairman’s Award for 
outstanding health, safety, and environmental (HSE) 
performance. Chairman Jonathan E. Martin (center) 
presented the award to several members of the plant 
leadership team in a February 19 ceremony at the 
Corrigan facility. 

“Each year, we review a number of metrics to determine 
who has excelled in all three areas,” explained Martin. 
“I was pleased to present the 2018 award to the Corrigan 
OSB team. Their accomplishments in these critical 
areas—especially while starting up a new facility—are 
outstanding.”

“We take safety very seriously, one day and one task 
at a time,” stated Marty Neiswender, director of OSB 
manufacturing. “It was a huge accomplishment for 
the Corrigan OSB team, and it’s because of the culture 
instilled by our entire company and our owners that 
make this possible.”

“This award is a culmination of everyone’s hard work 
and dedication to staying safe in all we do,” Michelle 
Driscoll, Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. production manager, 
states. “Numerous lock-out/tag-outs (LOTOs) verified, 

(Left to right) Marty Neiswender, director of OSB manufacturing; Michelle 
Driscoll, production manager; Jonathan E. Martin, chairman; Mike Schalau, 
maintenance manager; and Bobby Oberlechner, safety manager.

countless safety huddles, and thousands of safety audits merged with 
a continued focus by all have made our safety culture strong and kept 
our family here at Corrigan OSB safe.”   

– Leigh Ann Purvis and Jessica Chicola

ROMEX Director of OSB Sales and Marketing Bobby 
Byrd visited Austin, TX, in February as part of a 
Lumbermen’s Association of Texas and Louisiana 
delegation. (LAT is an organization of building-
material suppliers across the region.) While in town, 
he had the opportunity to visit with Governor Greg 
Abbott, as well as Texas State Representative James 
White of District 19, which includes Corrigan.

“We had a great day at the capitol, moving our 
company and industry forward,” stated Bobby.

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries (LDWF) is offering a new program 
to create more fishing opportunities for 
the public. Get Out and Fish! provides an 
opportunity for local communities to partner 
with LDWF in order to create highly-accessible 
fisheries. Water-bodies located close to a city or 
town and that are easily accessible by the general public can be 
submitted to be reviewed by LDWF biologists for participation 
in the program. The biologists are looking for bodies of water 
with the potential for development of a quality fishery. The water 
also needs good bank access, adequate parking, and restroom 
facilities. If it meets these qualifications, LDWF will provide the 
technical assistance and recommendations regarding the proper 
maintenance and fishing management of the locations and will 
work with communities and organizations to determine the 
amount of fish to be purchased for stocking. The most commonly 
stocked species are channel catfish and rainbow trout. These fish 
are stocked because they are relatively easy to catch and are good 
to eat. Twelve community parks have already been stocked with 
rainbow trout and channel catfish and are being enjoyed by the 
community. 

To see a list of these locations, visit wlf.louisiana.gov/get-out-and-
fish-1. For more information on how to get your local park enrolled 
in this program, contact Megan MacMenamin at mmacmenamin@
wlf.la.gov.

Get Out and Fish, Louisiana

– Colt Reeves

Representing in Texas

Bobby Byrd (back row, center) met with Texas governor Greg 
Abbot (front, center), and Representative James White (inset).



800.299.5174   |   royomartin.com 03

2018 Accomplishments

• 11 years recordable-free for the Land and Timber Department.

• 1 year recordable-free for the timber mill.

• Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. team members worked recordable-
accident-free through plant startup.

• Plywood has been APA’s safest plywood plant in North America 
for 4 consecutive years and earned the RoyOMartin Health, 
Safety, and Environmental Chairman’s Award.

• OSB began tracking safe days since last first aid to enhance 
progress toward goal of zero work-related accidents.

• Implemented “5 STEPS to Zero” company-wide safety campaign. 

• No environmental permit violations across our businesses.

• Obtained environmental permits as required for timber mill 
expansion.

• Plywood received beneficial use permits for mulch and ash.

• OSB received beneficial use permit for ash.

• Developed a comprehensive air-permit testing protocol for 
2019 at Corrigan OSB, L.L.C.

• Donna Bailey was named vice president of human resources.

• Plywood held its first-ever Women in Manufacturing Day for 
female team members, and attendance at the second-annual 
corporate-wide event nearly doubled.

• WoodWorks industry-based curriculum marked its 11th 
anniversary, with 245 students enrolled in 18 schools across 
Louisiana and Texas for the 2018/2019 school year. 18 
WoodWorks graduates were hired across RoyOMartin in 2018.

• Team-member enrollment in the Pay for Knowledge and Skills 
(PKS) advancement program reached 79% at RoyOMartin-
Plywood and 100% at both RoyOMartin-OSB and Corrigan OSB, 
L.L.C., with nearly 1,000 skills earned company-wide.

• Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. named 2018 Deep East Texas Small 
Business of the Year by the Texas Workforce Commission.

• The OSB business unit began its Master Operator Program and 
Multi-Craft Program of skill and wage progression.

• Began first electrical-engineering internship program.

• Earned certification to administer the ACT WorkKeys® 
assessment on-site to potential employees.

• Designed and initiated “I Believe” employee recruitment and 
engagement program.

• Restructured Employee Referral Bonus incentive and increased 
it by 50%.

• Finalized site-specific employee handbooks and revised 
company policy manual.

• Published OSB children’s book for use as an educational/
marketing tool.

• Started Legacy Pharmacy and filled 10,828 prescriptions at 
an average savings of 30% for employees. Obtained Texas 
pharmacy license.

• 97% Excellent patient-satisfaction score at Legacy Health & 
Wellness.

• Began “IQuit” tobacco-cessation program to achieve 100% 
tobacco-free status at all locations.

• Named the 2018 Health and Safety Innovation Award winner 
by the Louisiana Association of Occupational Health Nurses.

• Achieved silver level Workplace Health Achievement by the 
American Heart Association. 

• Paid largest profit-sharing contribution in company history. 

• Completed Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. project and integrated into 
existing systems.

• Completed satisfaction survey for 4th consecutive year with 
excellent results.   

Safety

Environmental

Human Resources

Profit-Sharing & Accounting

Benefits
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2018 Accomplishments (continued)

• Regenerated more than 4,300 acres and planted nearly 2.3 
million trees.

• Acquired nearly 20,000 acres of highly-productive, strategically-
located pine timberland.

• Harvested or sold more than 1 million tons of timber from 
company-owned lands.

• Thinned 17,000 acres of pine plantations.

• Conducted harvest operations on more than 25,800 acres. 

• Sourced 2.9 million tons of raw materials to RoyOMartin and 
Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. facilities.

• Completed annual audit and maintained Forest Stewardship 
Council® (FSC®) certification.

Land & Timber

• Increased sales by more than 4 million square feet 3/8 basis.

• 40% of sales were of high-end sanded and siding products, 
while improving grade yield by 12.5%.

• Increased panel production by 1.24% to achieve the highest 
press production ever.

• Introduced mulch planter mix to market.

• Achieved largest operating cash flow for combined plywood 
and timber mill in history.

Plywood Sales & Production

• Increased sales by 2.5 million board feet.

• Began $8 million expansion of the timber mill. 

• Introduced 3x3 timbers to market. 

Timber Mill Sales & Production

• Began production and rail service at Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. 

• Increased sales volume by 20.2% with the opening of Corrigan 
OSB, L.L.C.

• Increased production volume by 21.6% for both plants. 

• Value-added products made up 46.45% of total OSB sales in 
2018.

• Received APA verification on 7/16” and 15/32” products 
manufactured at Corrigan OSB, L.L.C.

• Implemented new order-management and order-entry systems 
at Corrigan OSB, L.L.C.

• Developed a new American Institute of Architects continuing-
education course on OSB products and offered it to 310 
participants. 

• Fully integrated product marketing into the sales function.

OSB Sales & Production

• Scripted and produced 9 corporate videos, including 
documentary honoring the Martin family’s 95 years in the 
wood-products business.

• 10,792 Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, and Instagram followers 
led to more than 29,450 engagements with unpaid social-
media posts.

• Nearly 1,200 online media mentions, resulting in a reach of 50 
million readers of trade and business publications alone.

• More than 119,400 users visited our website, royomartin.com.

Communications

• Transported nearly 1.4 billion feet of finished goods and 974 
million pounds of residual materials.

• Negotiated agreement and began to provide rail service to 
Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. 

Supply Chain

• Processed largest-ever company payroll.

• Implemented unmanned bilingual log-delivery kiosks and 
shipping scale for finished goods at Corrigan OSB, L.L.C. 

• Added or upgraded hardware, sales/order-entry system, 
inventory-management, and plant- and cyber-security features. 

• Set up network and wireless systems for Legacy.

Information Technology

• In 14 years, raised nearly $2.4 million through the BHA Guns & 
Golf Classic for the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home.

• Raised more than $71,000 in our United Way of Central 
Louisiana employee campaign.

• Issued more than 100 Martin Foundation Scholarships to 
college students in Louisiana and Texas.

Philanthropy
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It has long been the goal of 
RoyOMartin manufacturing 
facilities to recover or utilize 
every possible fiber of every 
log that rolls through our 
gates. One of the first stages 
in our manufacturing process 
is debarking the logs at our 
facilities. The removed bark is 
primarily sold as fuel or burned 
in our own furnaces to generate 
heat within the mill.  

RoyOMartin-Plywood has 
recently developed a new product 
derived solely from the bark 
amassed in the manufacturing 
process. Known as planter mix, 
the product is now being sold to 
nurseries in Central Louisiana. 
These nurseries use this product 
to plant or pot flowers, shrubs, 

and bushes that grow at their 
facilities. 

Our Chopin, LA, mill controls 
the raw material, from start to 
finish in this process, allowing us 
to meet–and exceed–the needs 
of  local nursery customers. 
Customers are sensitive to the 
pH of our planter mix, as well 
as the overall consistency of the 
material, and RoyOMartin team 
members have become adept 
at delivering on these customer 
needs. As a result, RoyOMartin 
planter mix has quickly become a 
sought-after product in the local 
nursery market. We look forward 
to enjoying continued growth and 
success with this new product. 

A New Look for an Old Product
RoyOMartin Introduces Planter Mix

– Paul Pfingsten

RoyOMartin’s planter mix is a unique blend of dark, rich 

organic compounds that vigorously supports plant growth. 

Plus, it’s sustainably sourced, with no chemical additives. 

Recommended uses are raised beds and nursery pots, one 

gallon and greater.

Discover the Value of Planter Mix by RoyOMartin

O1  Screened for grain size to 
ensure consistency

O2  Stable growth host for 
typical  eco plant life

O3  Permeability rating 
greater than Class III for 
consistent drainage

• Grain size: not greater than 
0.5”

• Dry density: 14.7

• Moisture content: ambient, 
no greater than 60%

• PH: 6.0 +/- 0.3

• Perm rating: greater than 
Class III

• Compounds: inert organic, low in 
nitrogen, simple oxides

• Units: cubic yards

• Weight: 600 lbs. per unit (+/- 10%)

• Usage: Mix with slow-release 
fertilizer (10 lbs. per cubic yard), 
add up to 20% peat moss or 
vermiculite

Planter Mix

Features & Usage®
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The Texas Forestry Association (TFA) 
hosted Forestry Day at the Texas State 
Capitol in Austin on February 20. 
RoyOMartin Vice President of Land and 
Timber Cade Young was on hand on 
behalf of our Texas subsidiary Corrigan 
OSB, L.L.C., to distribute hardwood 
seedlings to lawmakers and others 
present. 

The seedling giveaway, now in its 
fifteenth year, was but one part of 
Forestry Day, which is designed to raise 
awareness of the 75 million seedlings 
planted across the state each year. The 
TFA Board of Directors also met, and 
TFA members also had a networking 
breakfast with legislative members. 

“TFA’s presence in the capital city is 

essential in showcasing the wood and 
paper industry to members of the Texas 
House and Senate, as well as other 
statewide officials,” stated Rob Hughes, 
TFA executive director. “The timber 
industry accounts for more than 144,000 
jobs for Texans and manufactures more 
than 5,000 products we enjoy every day.”

By the end of Forestry Day, reported 
Hughes, several thousand seedlings had 
been given away to the public, and each 
legislator received trees in their office. 
“The event turned out great with the help 
of all our volunteers.”

John Hamilton, procurement manager for 
Corrigan OSB, L.L.C., is a member of the 
TFA Board of Directors.

RoyOMartin Participates in Forestry Day at the Texas State Capitol

– Leigh Ann Purvis

RoyOMartin Vice President of Land and Timber 
Cade Young helped distribute seedlings to 
attendees.

On a bright January morning, 14 managers from RoyOMartin’s 
land and timber department gathered at the Oakdale, LA, 
forestry district to hand-plant southern yellow pine seedlings. 
The 15-acre site was prepared and ready to start the cultivation 
for the 35-year rotation. 

Cade Young, vice president of land and timber, and Brandon 
Granger, forestry safety manager, began the hand-planting 
effort with essential safety points regarding navigation of the 
terrain, while Chris Clayton, Oakdale’s forest manager and 
corporate wildlife biologist, ensured everyone was outfitted 
with the necessary personal protective equipment.

The crew loaded pouches with seedlings, grabbed a dibble bar, 
and set off on rows. The area had residual water from recent 
rains, making the land challenging for seed placement. 

The process for hand-planting southern yellow pine trees 
is systematic, and, when done correctly, results in a higher 

survival rate for the seedlings. A six-foot space between each 
seedling is necessary to ensure it has opportunity to gain 
surrounding soil nutrients to maximize its growth potential.  

Each row of seedings starts with a small, wedge-shaped hole, 
created by a shovel-like tool called a dibble, designed for 
planting bare-root trees. The seedling is carefully placed in 
the hole to prevent the roots from looping back up out of the 
hole, or “J-rooting.” The dibble is then used to push the soil 
behind the original hole, close the air gap at the root, then push 
forward to close the top of the original hole. Once the dibble is 
removed, the surrounding soil is compacted by foot, allowing 
the seedling to thrive.  

Although hand-planting in rows is an individual effort, the crew 
displayed true teamwork. Each member performed the planting 
method approximately 1,000 times to complete the 15-acre tract.

– Bill McDermott, human-resources manager

Land and Timber Team Tackle Hand Planting
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Years ago, I read a story about a pedestrian who was walking 
down a Chicago street when, in a window, he saw a beautiful 
picture of the crucifixion. As he gazed, spellbound, at the 
vividly-pictured story, he suddenly became conscious that a 
homeless street kid stood at his side. He, too, was gazing at the 
picture with tense expression.  

Touching him on the shoulder, the traveler asked, “Sonny, what 
does it mean?”  

“Donncha know?” the kid replied. “That there man is Jesus, and 
them others is Roman soldiers, and the woman that’s crying is 
His mother, and they killed Him.” 

The traveler lingered for a short while, then turned and walked 
quietly down the street. In a moment, he heard pattering 
footsteps behind him. Turning, he found the little street kid 
standing there. “Say, mister,” he breathlessly announced, “I 
forget to tell you, He rose again.”

These words spoken by the angel to the women at the tomb on 
that Sabbath morning echo in my soul: “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for 
He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the 
dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you 
will see Him. Behold I have told you” (Matthew 28:5-8).   

In these days of unrest and confusion, there is still the Good 
News in John 14:3-4 spoken by Jesus to all His disciples: “And if 
I go and prepare a place for you I will come again and receive 
you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And 
where I go you know, and the way you know.”

The assurance of our faith and hope is an empty cross and an 
empty tomb. It is through the resurrection power of Jesus that 
we rise in triumph over temptation, sin, adversity, and, yes, 
even the grave. Let us proclaim every day that “He rose again” 
and that “He lives within my heart.”

Blessings,    

Chaplain Ron                                                                                                                                              
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Chaplain’s Corner :  “Say Mister, He Rose Again.”

Chaplain Ron Perry is a Marketplace Chaplain, 
with whom RoyOMartin has partnered since 1997 
to provide free, confidential counseling and other 
services to our employees.

Fire is often thought of as a destructive 
and dangerous force; however, when 
used properly, it has many benefits to our 
local ecosystems. In fact, fire has been 
used as a forest-management tool for 
centuries. When Europeans first arrived 
in North America, they found the Native 
Americans had been using fire to control 
and enhance forests and grasslands 
throughout the country. Even before the 
Native Americans, fire was occurring 
naturally so often that many plants 
evolved reproductive processes that 
require fire. Fire plays a vital role in the 
health and prosperity of our local plant 
communities and forest ecosystems. 

Today, we use prescribed fire in order 
to reach forest-management goals. One 
goal that is accomplished with nearly 
every burn is the reduction of hazardous 
fuels. This is extremely important for 
wildfire prevention. In areas that are 
very dry, such as the Midwest and 
California, plant debris can lay on top of 
the soil for years and not decay. If these 
fuels aren’t managed with fire, they can 
build up to a dangerous level, and when 
ignited, the fire is nearly impossible to 
control. Even in the southern Gulf Coast 

region, where humidity leads to a faster 
rate of decomposition, fire is still a vital 
tool. Prescribed fire is used to dispose of 
logging debris, allowing nutrients stored 
in plant debris to be returned to the soil 
more quickly than waiting for natural 
decomposition to take place. It also cleans 
the site, permitting quick and efficient 
reforesting of the area.

Prescribed fire also benefits wildlife 
in a number of ways. In areas where 
pine is the primary overstory species, 
periodic fire tends to create a more 
open understory. This removes dead 
vegetation from the ground level and 
leads to an increase in forage for wildlife 
species. Timing is key when doing an 
understory burn for wildlife. Burning 

at different times of year will yield 
different benefits. Most game species 
benefit from prescribed burning, but 
several endangered species in the Gulf 
Coast region, like the red-cockaded 
woodpecker, need fire to enhance and 
maintain their habitat. Many of these 
fires also help perpetuate fire-dependent 
species. Fire-dependent species are plants 
that have specialized adaptations that 
require fire to reproduce and survive. 
Many flowers and several endangered 
orchids are only found after a fire. 
Pitcher plants, an endemic carnivorous 
plant found in South Louisiana, requires 
burning as well. 

When used correctly, fire enhances the 
appearance of the forest. It also makes 
walking through the forest safer and 
easier. Prescribed fire even prevents 
disease and insect infestations from 
harming forest ecosystems. It is one of 
the least-expensive management tools we 
have, and it has a wider range of benefits 
than almost any other. When used 
properly, fire doesn’t destroy forests or 
habitat; it enhances them and leads to an 
abundance of benefits we all can enjoy. 

– Colt Reeves

Benefits of Fire: Why Prescribed Burns are Vital to Forests
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�is  newsletter is written, edited, 
prepared, and distributed by

Please contact one of the following sta� members
to report new items for future issues:

FORESTRY, Rodney Hatch and Colt Reeves
MARTCO, Doug Constant (Plywood), 
                     Josh Marcantel (OSB LA)
CORRIGAN OSB, L.L.C., Jessica Chicola (OSB TX)
SALES and MARKETING, Paul P�ngsten
CORPORATE, Leigh Ann Purvis
BENEFITS, Diane Davidson
HEALTH SERVICES, Amy Sonnier
EDITORS, Amanda Guillot and Leigh Ann Purvis 15th Annual

BHA Guns & Golf Classic
Sun., Sept. 29 (Clay Shoot)

Mon., Sept. 30 (Golf Tournament)
Alexandria, La. 

More details coming soon!


